Here’s a Lesson that’s fun to do before reading:

Henry and the Buccaneer Bunnies by Carolyn Crimi
We’d Rather

Purpose:

We’d Rather is an exciting and versatile collaborative pre-reading activity that provides for rich, conceptual and contextual word knowledge exploration.  

Method:

· Prior to doing the activity with the students the teacher creates a set of phrases or sentences containing vocabulary words and concepts from the book that will be read to them or that they will be reading.. 
· On the day of the activity the teacher introduces the phrases that the students will be working with, taking care to introduce unfamiliar vocabulary and concepts.   The students are not given the title of the book at this point.

· Each collaborative team of 3-4 students receives one We’d Rather sheet and one phrase sheet.  

· The students task is to rank order the phases on a continuum that goes from the one they like the least to the one they like that they like the most.  

· Once all groups have finished putting the phrases in rank order the teacher reads the books aloud to the class or the students read the book themselves.
· After the book has been read it is fun to have the teams share their first and last choices aloud with the class.
Benefit:

A high level of oral language interaction takes place as students’ debate, discuss, and evaluate the order in which they feel the phrases should be ranked.  A broad base of word knowledge is established as students relate the vocabulary words to their own experiences, give examples of and justifications for their thinking and try to convince and reach agreement with their teammates. 
Henry and the Buccaneer Bunnies

By Carolyn Crimi
We’d Rather Phrase Sheet
	sail the seven seas on a crickety old ship

	

	read interesting books

	

	swab the decks of a pirate ship

	

	pack your favorite books into an empty treasure chest

	

	read a book on meteorology

	

	build a two story house out of palm fronds and coconuts

	

	slurp tasty seaweed stew

	

	wear fetching garments

	

	make sandcastles


We’d Rather 

For the book:___________________

	


Team members:______________________________
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