Writing a Summary  *  Writing Facts and Opinions

Bats at the Beach  written and illustrated by Brian Lies.
Writing strategy created by Barb Debevec, Literacy Coach VUSD, for Solano Co. Reading Assn. 

This strategy for Grades 3-6 offers students an opportunity to build summary writing skills, practice paragraph writing, and learn the difference between writing with facts and writing with opinions.  Teacher modeling and guided practice will demonstrate the clue words used by a writer to signal opinions.

CA ELA Standards:   [Gr3: R2.5, R3.5, W1.1, W1.4]         [Gr 4: R2.6, W1.1, W1.10, W2.4]           

                                      [Gr 5: R2.5, R3.7, W1.6]                    [Gr 6: R2.4, R2.8, R3.4, W1.6}

Read Bats at the Beach to the class.  Repeated readings will be very helpful.   Enjoy the rhythm and rhyme of the poetry! Delight in the clever illustrations and rich vocabulary!    

1.   Model Writing:   The Summary --  "Just the Facts, Ma'am" 

---The teacher defines a summary for the class:  "In a summary paragraph, several important facts are selected from the story and organized in a special way to tell what the story was about."

---On the board or overhead the teacher writes a summary paragraph (main idea, several important details, summary sentence) of the story, eliciting facts from the students. To help them identify facts, use the pictures and generalize the events.  A summary might look like this:

One night the bats flew to the beach.  They brought blankets and spread them on the sand. They played games together and flew bat kites.  Some of the bats swam, surfed and sailed in the ocean.  The bats brought many kinds of food and ate a picnic at the beach.  Just before dawn, the bats gathered up everything and flew home.

---Keep a copy of your summary. 

2.   Guided Practice:  Changing Facts to Opinions – Using Clues

---The teacher continues:  "Do you think the bats had fun at the beach?   How would we change this factual summary to an opinion of the event?  Imagine that you are one of the bats who was SO excited and happy about this beach adventure." 

---Have students role play with a partner as if they were an excited bat reporting to someone about this wonderful night at the beach.  Encourage students to use some of the vocabulary from the story.  After partner sharing, invite a few students to share their excited retelling with the class. 

---"What words were clues that this bat had a wonderful night at the beach?"  As students call out words, list them on the board or overhead.  (e.g. fun, excited, happy, laughing, fabulous, cool, delicious, etc.)   These are words that tell the writer's perspective or opinion about the events.

---"Now let's rewrite our factual summary using clue words that show this bat's opinion that the night at the beach was great."  The paragraph might look something like this:

Last night the bats finally got to fly to the beach.  They were shrieking with laughter and chattering gleefully as they flew through the beautiful moonlit sky.  Blankets were spread out on the warm, soft sand.  Bats found interesting toys to play with, enjoyed games with their friends, and sailed bat kites high on a cool, night breeze. Many bats were thrilled to be able to swim, surf and sail in the salty ocean.  Picnic baskets brimming with delicious beetles, yummy ants, and mouthwatering moths were shared by one and all.  Just before dawn, the bats reluctantly gathered up everything, said goodbye to their perfect night at the beach, and flew home.

---With student input, underline on the board or overhead the clue words used to show opinion.    Save a copy of your opinion paragraph.  

3.  Supported Practice:  Students Write an Opinion Paragraph without going 'batty"  
---[Type both the factual summary and the opinion paragraph on one sheet of paper for your students, leaving space for the students to write a third paragraph. (See sample below.)  Reread both paragraphs with the class.  Have students highlight or underline on their own paper the clue words in the first opinion paragraph. ]

---The teacher suggests:  "It is possible that not everyone likes bats.  It is possible that someone was horrified to see hundreds of bats descend from the dark night sky and invade their favorite beach. It is possible that there might be more than one opinion of this night at the beach.  Imagine that you do not like bats and have witnessed this awful event.  Turn to your partner and report what you saw."    (Allow 5 minutes for partners to share.  Invite a few exuberant students to share with the class.)

---"What are the clue words that tipped you off that your partner was telling you an opinion of this event?"  As student call out the clue words (e.g. awful, terrible, invaded, wrecked, disaster, horrible) write these words on the board.  

---"Now it's time for you to write your paragraph about this terrible bat invasion.  Use any of the clue words on the board, as well as your own ideas, to change the factual summary into a paragraph with opinions. The opinion paragraph that we wrote together can guide you."    

---When students finish writing, have them share their paragraph with a partner and underline their clue words.  Enjoy sharing these paragraphs aloud in the classroom.   

*** Repeat this 3-part lesson often to improve students' summary writing using important facts from a story, and to help students gain skill in discerning facts v. opinions in reading and writing.  

Set up a page for the students with the modeled paragraphs and space for their own paragraph:

A Summary using FACTS

One night the bats flew to the beach.  They brought blankets and spread them on the sand.  They played games together and flew bat kites.  Some of the bats swam, surfed and sailed in the ocean. The bats brought many kinds of food and ate a picnic at the beach.  Just before dawn, the bats gathered up everything and flew home.

A Paragraph using OPINIONS

Last night the bats finally got to fly to the beach.  They were shrieking with laughter and chattering gleefully as they flew through the beautiful moonlit sky.  Blankets were spread out on the warm, soft sand.  Bats found interesting toys to play with, enjoyed games with their friends, and sailed bat kites high on a cool, night breeze. Many bats were thrilled to be able to swim, surf and sail in the salty ocean.  Picnic baskets brimming with delicious beetles, yummy ants, and mouthwatering moths were shared by one and all.  Just before dawn, the bats reluctantly gathered up everything, said goodbye to their perfect night at the beach, and flew home.

A Paragraph using OPINION
