
                   Basho and the River Stones   by Tim Myers

Basho Matsuo (1644-1694) is known as the first great Japanese poet in the history of haiku.  The name Basho (banana tree) is a humorous nickname he adopted around 1681 after moving into a hut with a banana tree beside it. Basho's father was a low-ranking samurai. To be a samurai, Basho did chores for the local lord Todo Yoshitada. Since Yoshitada was fond of writing haikai, Basho also began writing poetry under the name Sobo.


Basho made many travels through Japan throughout his lifetime. On his final trip, he died in Osaka, and his last haiku indicates he was still thinking of traveling and writing poetry as he lay dying:

   Fallen sick on a journey, 

In dreams I run wildly, 

Over a withered moor


This story emphasizes the beauty in nature and how one so often forgets to look around and see the simplicity and beauty so evident.

Bring in fall leaves, a brilliantly colored piece of fruit, a twisted stick starting to bud, a colorful feather, etc.  Pass the item(s) around and create word banks of descriptive words.  Try writing poems or lists of phrases that tell the beauty of the natural object.  Compare it to a man-made item such as a computer mouse or cell phone.  Which items appeal more to one’s senses.  Do a unit of study on the 5 senses.  Encourage your students to really observe their world around them: the sights, colors, sounds, textures, and smells.  Give a small river rock to each student. Have them write a haiku or short poem about their rock after really observing it.  They could pretend it is a magic rock (Read Sylvester and the Magic Pebble by William Steig) and write a short story about its powers and what it can do for the owner.  They can use permanent markers or acrylic paints and create an animal on their rock and write about it.

Resources for Painting River Rocks

http://www.allfreecrafts.com/nature/painted-stones.shtml
http://www.roland-collection.com/roland-collection

http://www.makezine.com/blog/archive/2006/10/stone_paintings.html
Rock Painting Fun for Everyone! By Lin Wellford

Painting on Rocks for Kids by Kin Wellford

The Art of Painting Animals on Rocks by Lin Wellford

Additional titles are available on Amazon.com

Name___________________________

Practice writing Haiku poetry using this.  Be sure to count syllables and not words!
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Title

_____  _____  ______  ________  ______ (5)
______  ______  ______  _______  _______ _______(7)
_____  _____  ______  ________  ______ (5)
Illustrate your poem when you are done!

